New Controversy 
Over JFK Death 
Rages in Britain 


By KARL E. MEYER . 

World Journal Tribune Special 

LONDON, Jan. 30 — A marathon BBC television broadcast 
Intended to resolve the mysteries o f President Kennedy’s death 
ended this morning with a split verdict by a “jury" of two 
legal authorities and an ill-tempered wrangle on the part of 


everybody else. 

The focus of. the program 
was the world premiere of 
“Rush to Judgment," a film 
.attacking the Warren Comis- 
sion report that took two hours 
of a program lasting from 7:25 
p.m. yesterday to just after 
midnight. 

The film was based on the 
book by American attorney 
Mark Lane, who appeared on 
the program in an angry con- 
frontation with two members 
of the Warren Commission 
staff. 


JACKIE AND 
THE BOOK 


Has the “Battle 
the Book” hurt or 
helped the public image 
of Mrs. Jacqueline Ken- 
nedy? A special Gallup 
Poll survey gives the 
answer in tomorrow’s 
World Journal Tribune. 
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SEES PUBLIC SERYED 

The program ended with Lane 
charging that BBC announcer 
Kenneth Harris was performing 
“a great disservice to truth” by 
trying to silence him, while 
Harris made small effort to con- 
ceal his relish in doing just that. 

In the end, a detached ver- 
dict was expected from Prof. 
Alexander Bickei of Yale Law 
School and Lord Devlin, an 
eminent British jurist. Both 
men emerged with their prior 
convictions unchanged. 

Bickei said he still felt that 
confused evidence over the 


number of bullets involved in 
the assassination justified . a 
reopening of the case by a 

small, full-time official’ body. 

■ 

But Lord Devlin .said .the 
public interest hal already been 
served by the commission find- 
ings. “The rest can wait for. 
history.” he said, and added: 
“Even a dead President is en- 
titled to some bodily peace.” 

Both Bickei and . Devlin 
agreed that Lane had devel- 
oped no real evidence of a, con- 
spiracy between Dallas police,; 
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Jack Ruby and Lee Harvey 
Oswald, the alleged assassin. 

The program began with ex- 
cerpts from Lane’s film dealing 
with Oswald’s marksmanship, 
or alleged lack of it, and with 
the question of how a single 
bullet passed through Ken- 


program, and, predictably, the 
differed with Lane. 

But Arlen Spector, now Dis 
irict Attorney of Phfladelphis 
lade the interesting admissio: 
lat the one-bullet conclusio: 
ras “not indispensable” to th 
'arren Commission case. 


,, . . * case. 

nedys throat and into Texas A There could have been a: 
Gov. Connally’s back and wrist, barn or 1,., 1 . 


Gov. Connally’s back and wrist, 
emerging almost intact. 

Lane’s film consisted of rep- 
etitious interviews with wit- 
nesses who all maintained they 
thought that shots had come 
from a grassy knoll in front of 
the Presidential limousine, in- 
stead of from the Texas School 
Book Depository, from where 
Oswald supposedly fired his 
shots. 

Two former staff members of 
the Warren Commission flew 
to London to appear on the 


:arlier shot fired by Oswalc 
meaning that Connally coul 
pave been struck by a secom 
plot, he said. 1 

WEIGHT OF EVIDENCE 
( The other commission expert 
David Belin, 'now an attorney 
in Des Moines, said Lane hac 
wholly ignored the weight oi 
evidence pointing to shots from 
the Book Depository while in- 
flating “a puff of smoke” into 
a second assassin on the grassy 
| knoll. 
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